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OUTLINE

Â Challenges of Sidewalk Repair

Â Considerations to do it differently

Â Recent Ideas

Â Potential 





Perception Challenges
ÂWeôve always done it this way

ÂThis is the Engineerôs standard

ÂWe donôt have the space

ÂWe donôt have the money

ÂIôve kept clear of the trunk

Â No one is advocating for the trees

ÂThe trees didnôt die



Perception Mindsets

Â When trees are in the way, we remove them. 

But we do replant a new one.

Â The design of straight sidewalks are important. 

The original grade must be retained

Â The trees are a nice thing added after all the 

important infrastructure ïsidewalks, curb and 

gutters, lights, and streets.



Tree Preservation or Tree 

Removal Avoidance?

Preservationï

ÂDo as much as possible to avoid any impacts or changes 

to the treeôs growing environment

ÂDo not cut roots, compact soil, impact drainage or change 

grade

ÂProtect the tree from impacts of the construction or site 

changes



Preservation



Tree Preservation or Tree 

Removal Avoidance?

Removal Avoidance

ÂHow much root removal can I cause without 

killing the tree or having it fail???

ÂHow much impact can I do to the tree without 

killing it or having it fail?

Â This is not preservation!!



Removal Avoidance





Real Challenges

Â There may not be a staff person speaking for 

the trees in the design or evaluation process

Â The Arborist may be too low in the 

organization to have an influence



Existing Design Challenges



Real Challenges

ÂThere isnôt public advocacy support for the 

arborist

Â The arborist may need assistance in 

determining what to do



Trees designed into downtowns
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Considerations for Change

Â Budget

Â Value and benefits of trees

Â Cannot replace trees in kind





Considerations for Change

Â Public opinion

Â Risk

Â Continuity



Considerations for Change

Â The value and benefits of trees often are 

greater than the cost of preserving

Â It is usually impractical or too costly to replace 

a tree in kind



Considerations for Change

Â Good notification - If the public wants large 

trees, they often donôt know the program will 

remove them until its too late

ÂThe benefits arenôt missed until they are gone

We canôt put it back once itôs cut


