
WELTY Roger 

From: 

Sent: Thursday, February 14,2008 6:30 PM 

To: WECTY Roger - 

Subject: Oregon Department of Forestry 

State Forests Program 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
Attn: Roger Welty 

Greetings: 

Please stop clea~cutting our watersheds. Herbicide in our drinking water 
is poisoning us and our wildlife. Since Mawin Brown has been State 
Forester, there are mostly clear-cuts that are spayed with carcinogenic 
and neuro-toxic chemicals find their way.)nto our drinking water. People 
are getting chronically sick and even dyeing from this gross 
mismanagement of our public forests. state forestry must set a good 
example for the industry, not--poison us and turn our public lands into 
lifeless wastelands. 

Of great concern is Hanson Falls timber sale of Rackheap Marbled 
Murrelet Management Area. 

Sincerely, 

Iva 0 











Oregon D e m e n t  of Forestry 
2600 State Street 
Salem, OR 971 03 

March 14&, 2008 

I would l i e  to submit this letter to question the value of 3 of the proposed sale areas 
along a designated Scenic Corridor and the value of leaving a 150 ft corridor on both- 

- sides of a designated Scenic Corridor Highway. 

Your State Forests Mmgement Plan, Final Plan. January 2001 publication states that 
numerous highways are designated as scenic fur the pupuse of visual corridor 
management. Hwy 6 and 26 are included (Staffat the Tillamook Forest Center state that 
Hwy 6 is nut a scenic highway however). 

Recently I took a couple of folks fishing. They came from Podand and Vermont. The 
gentlemen from Vermont stated that this was probably the "ugliest drive through s forest 
I have ever done". His concern and comments prompt me to write this letter. 

First, I understand that we need to manage forests. But what good does a 150 fi corridor 
actuaXIy do? Why not extend that distance to a length that will provide a good visual. 
reaction. A change would greatly improve the overall appamce of the designated 
scenic corridor. W~~ of thousands -of people drive over these roads yearly. Why not 
allow them to have a more pleasing experience? 

Forest management is needed but I believe you are not following your own guidelines in 
wht you have wfitten concerning the visual value of a forest. t5Oft is sort of useless. 

Your 2008-09 proposed plan indicates that multiple areas have been selected for sale. 
W e  of these are very visible from Hwy 6. Especially interesting is the Lehman Heights 
sale arm This area, while directly viewable from Hwy 6, includes the area just 
downstream fiom Tillamook Forest Center. One of the popular trails from the TiUamook 
Forest Center will have up to 240 net acres of Modified Clearcut. That will be a visually 
attractive site along a wilderness river trail.. . 

Beside the Lehman Heights saie area, are the Coast Ford, and Fall Again parcels. Both of 
these areas are visible from a designated scenic highway. 















SIERRA 
CLUB -_-..--. - _---. --...-..-. 
FOUNDED t 8 9 2  

Comments of D .. : ...i F 
Oregon Chapter Sierra Club 

Oregon Board of Forestry: 
5 March 2008 

Good Morning. 

My name is D. . . . . . I am the State Lands Issue Coordinator for the 
Oregon Chapter of the Sierra Club. We have been actively involved in the Tiliarnook and 
Clatsop State Forests for well over 10 years and our members are greatly concerned about 
the future of these publicly owned lands. 

1 have'been closely monitoring the gn-the-ground effects of ODF's 
implementation o f  the Forest Management Plan since it was adopted in January 200 1.1 
am here today to convey on behalf of the Club (and its 24,000 Oregon members) the very 
serious concerns we have regarding the 2009 Annual Operation Plans (AOPs) recently .- 

released for public comment, particularly timber sales in Tillamook District. 

We are deeply. concerned that some of the current operations fail to achieve the 
greatest permanent value as defined in Oregon statutes and administrative rules. In 
particular, we feel that niany o f  the planned timber harvests fail to meet requirements for 
protection of "aquatic habitats for salmonids, and other native fish and aquatic life; 
. . .native wildlife habitats;.. .soil, air, and water; ... and outdoor recreation oppoflunities" as 
mandated in ORS 530 and OAR 629-035. We also firmly believe that these plans are not 
based on the required "best available science." 

Let me begin with a few facts from the Tillamook 2009 AOP: 
i 

1) 69% of the harvest will be by clear-cutting; that's about 3000 acres. 
. . 2) 8 of the 1 5 primary timber sales have clearcuts greater than 1 00 acres. 

3) 9 ofthe 15 are planned toclearcut forest designated to becomecomplex. 
4) Plans call for thinning in a Marbled Murrelet Management Area, despite the 

decreasing number of marbled murrelets on ODF lands, and despite the fact that 
the area biologist notes this sale poses a moderate risk to this imperiled species. 

Particularly alarming are operations like the Peak Out timber sale in the Kilchis basin, 
which plans to clearcut 1 19 acres of"~nderstor~" that is designated to become layered. 
How does clearcutti ng these mixed conifer- hardwood improve forest structure? Or 
consider the Fitch Creek timber sate, also in the Kilchis basin, which will ciearcut 534 
acres in 7 different units. According to page 6 of the Fitch Creek Draft Pre-Operations 
Report: "The risk of landslides delivering directly from the sale to .all streams is high." 
Why are we clearcutting this basin. The ODF states that it "is made up of  steep terrain 
with many high landslide hazard locations (HLHL) and deeply incised high energy 
stream systems. " 
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