[image: image1.jpg]


                                                                      [image: image2.png]DEPARTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATIVE
SERVICES





____________________________________________________________________

Media Release
Date: 10-25, 2005   
Contact: Tom Vance 503-378-4714 ext.228
               Robert Kennedy 503-378-2627

       TIGHTENED SECURITY AT OREGON AIRPORTS SAVES THE STATE MONEY

   Oregon’s State Surplus Program, operated by the Department of Administrative Services, is the destination for thousands of items deemed security risks, taken from passengers boarding flights at Portland International Airport and the terminal in Eugene. These items are confiscated by the federal TSA. At least once a month a shipment is brought to the surplus operation in Salem.
    Huge drums are full of everything from knives to scissors.  Oddball items have included a Volkswagen carburetor and a 30 inch machete. Program manager Tom Vance is “amazed at the things some passengers will try to walk on an airplane with”. 

    Once in the state’s hands item are separated by group, bagged, photographed and put on eBay for bid. Bags of cigarette lighters, penknives and the rest go for prices ranging from 50 to 400 dollars. Vance says they sell everything that comes in. In 2004 bidding brought in 72-thousand dollars for the state. 2005 looks like more of the same. The money helps pay for the surplus program, freeing up cash to help pay for other state programs.      

    Besides this, surplus takes in thousands of other government owned items that have lived out their usefulness for one agency, and makes them available to others and the public.    
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