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Progress Board study shows slow progress for African Americans, American Indians and especially Hispanics.

SALEM – Even though most racially and ethnically diverse groups are more educated and arrest-free than in 1990, progress in this small but growing part of Oregon’s population has slowed or reversed since 2000 for eighth grade reading, prenatal care, poverty, arrests and home ownership, according to a new report called Oregon Benchmarks:  A Report on the Progress of Oregon’s Racially and Ethnically Diverse Populations. 

“This important study from the Oregon Progress Board again demonstrates the need for more targeted attention by public policy makers,” said Senator Avel Gordly.  “Let us all remember that Oregon’s racial and ethnic communities include taxpayers who have not benefited equitably from public policy making in education, health care, housing and employment practices.”

The report compares benchmark trends on education, health and safety, and financial status for Oregon’s racial and ethnic populations: Whites, African Americans, American Indians, Asians/Pacific Islanders and Hispanics. Oregon Benchmarks are 90 quality-of-life indicators tracked and reported on biennially by the Oregon Progress Board. 

The state’s largest and fastest-growing diverse population, Hispanics, fared worse than non-Hispanics in all of the Oregon Benchmarks examined. Hispanics were in poverty at a greater rate 2004 than in 2000. Hispanics and American Indians in particular have lower high school and college completion rates and are in poverty at a higher rate in Oregon than their counterparts nationwide.  

Asians/Pacific Islanders surpassed Whites in education while Oregon’s other diverse populations remained behind.  Home ownership of Asians/Pacific Islanders rocketed past other diverse groups from 48 percent in 1990 to 64 percent in 2004.  As of that year, all groups except Asians/Pacific Islanders owned homes at a lower rate than their counterparts nationwide. 

Oregon’s racially and ethnically diverse population grew from seven percent in 1990 to 13 percent in 2004. Hispanics made up most of Oregon’s diverse population that year, having grown  to ten percent of the population, up from four percent in 1990. Despite its increasing diversity, Oregon is significantly less diverse than the U.S. (13 versus 24 percent, respectively).
Five of the ten benchmarks examined are based on survey data from the U.S. Census and state sources.  The state’s Office of Multicultural Health cautions that telephone survey response rates for Oregon’s racially and ethnically diverse populations are typically lower than for non-Hispanic whites due to the difficulties inherent in culturally competent data collection and analysis, confidentiality issues and increasing use of cell phones by diverse populations.  “The Office of Multicultural Health commends the Oregon Progress Board for its ongoing efforts to research and accurately report information in ways that will enhance the welfare and well-being of all Oregonians. Rarely are such efforts perfect. The process of refining the collection and analysis of complex and dynamic data is as important as what is ultimately learned. This report is a step in that direction.” 

The report can be found at on the Oregon Progress Board’s web site, www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB. Hard copies are available by calling 503-378-3201 or e-mailing Progress.Board@state.or.us. 
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