Proposed Benchmark Change – Benchmark 59 Independent Seniors
Percent of seniors, ages 75 65 and older, living outside of nursing facilities

Rationale for the change
 It is less likely for someone age 65 to be in a nursing facility than someone who is age 75 or older.  The Department of Human Services had hoped to develop a reliable data source to calculate the percentage of people age 75 and older living outside of nursing facilities.  However, we have determined that we don’t have reliable information on the number of people age 75 and older living in nursing facilities.  Therefore, we would like to revert back to our previous measure of the percent of seniors, ages 65 and older, living outside of nursing facilities.  
Benchmark Revisions (changes in Red)
What it measures: (basically the long explanation of the measure, its in module 3 of the online report)
This measure estimates the percentage of Oregonians ages 75 65 and older that are living independently outside of nursing facilities on any given day. Seniors in any community-based facility are considered to be living independently.
Definition: (short title displayed above module 1 online; also listed above in the header of this document)
Percent of seniors, ages 75 65 and older, living outside of nursing facilities
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* Old is the data currently displayed in the statewide benchmark. 
Benchmark Target Setting 

The following questions follow the Progress Board’s Target Setting Protocol for Oregon Benchmarks. 
	59. Independent Seniors: Percent of seniors (over 65) living outside of nursing facilities
	Proposed Targets

	
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2010
	2015

	State    OLD* 
	
	
	
	96.4%
	96.5%
	97.1%
	97.0%
	97.2%
	96.5%
	
	
	

	State    NEW  
	97.5%
	97.9%
	97.7%
	98.0%
	98.1%
	98.4%
	98.3%
	98.7%
	98.4%
	98.4%
	98.5%
	98.6%


WHY IS THE TARGET AMBITIOUS BUT REALISTIC   
The target is ambitious since it moves very close to our peak performance in 2004 before we experienced some decline.  The target is realistic because we have increased our focus on relocating and diverting Medicaid clients from nursing facility care.  
HOW MUCH DOES ACHIEVEING THE TARGET DEPEND ON YOUR AGENCY VERSUS OTHER PARTNERS 
Medicaid paid for 62% of the nursing facility bed days in 2006.  The Department’s increased focus in relocating and diverting Medicaid clients from nursing facility care is a large component.  However, the availability of lower cost home-and-community-based care and staff to provide that care is crucial to the successfully achieving the target.  
OTHER PARTNERS
Home and community-based care providers.
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