February 21, 2008
 

Rita/Outreach Committee:
 

Here are some pieces of information regarding the Oregon Progress Board's proposed outreach to legislative and county political candidates:
 

* Primary election filing deadline is March 11, 2008. Candidates began filing as early as September 2007.

 

* Primary election is May 20, 2008.

 

*Candidates can withdraw names until March 14, 2008.

 

* Website of the Secretary of State's Elections Division, where much of the  STATE data will be retrieved:
http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/other.info/can.htm  (Shorter access is www.oregonvotes.org) 
Telephone is 503-986-1518. 
 

(Margie Franz is the very helpful person who posts filings. She says the fastest way to get the list (which is updated in almost-real-time for candidates who file electronically) is (1) Go to either website; (2) scroll down past the  "OreStar" red star on the right and click on "public search"; (3) on the left click on "Search Candidate Filings: (4) midway down the  "Candidacy Filing Search" form, click "Search by Election";   (4) then click "Year", enter 2008, AND  click "Election,"  enter "2008 Primary Election"  and click "Submit" at the bottom; (5) to organize the "Candidacy Search Results" list that appears, click the little "Office" triangle  just below the top. (This organizes by office rather than alphabetical order.) Simply scroll past candidates for president, U.S. Senate, Congress, secretary of state, state treasurer, attorney general and  pick up Oregon Senate filings with full contact information. By continuing to scroll past district attorneys and judges, pick up state representative filings.
 

I have tested this sequence, and it works for me. Also, I picked eight filings as a small random sample, and all candidates have e-mail addresses. This suggests that the cost of our outreach should be low, using mostly volunteer labor and electronic delivery.
 

* County clerks, who register candidates for county offices, are listed at this site, including e-mail addresses for clerks of all 36 counties. HOWEVER, Malheur County's Deborah R. DeLong, president of the Oregon Association of County Clerks (541-473-5151, ddelong@malheurco.org), says she has created a message group and volunteers to forward the Progress Board's request for local-candidate contact information to the 36 clerks, if we wish.
 

One possibility remains that we might not have to contact the clerks. It requires investigation that can't begin until Feb. 28, when  I  return to Portland and the state's Elections Division Tami Dettwyler, keeper of  a  secure and private  registration list (called OCVR),  returns from sick leave. There is a REMOTE possibility that she can collate the county listings and release them to us. She must also investigate whether some of the contact information is "For Official Use Only"  and whether we would qualify as official use. I will also check whether SHE could forward our information (letter) to the county candidates if she cannot release the contact information directly  to us.
 

IN ANY CASE,  DO YOU WANT ME TO OUTLINE AN E-MAIL TO THE CLERKS THAT WILL ASK THEM FOR THE NAMES AND CONTACT INFORMATION REGARDING COUNTY CANDIDATES IF I FAIL TO DISCOVER AN EASIER WAY TO HARVEST THIS CROP?
 

Bob Landauer
