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Tuesday April 1st, 2008
Members on the call: Pat Ackley and Joe Johnson, guests: Trish Johnson; Jim Scheppke, staff: Jay Grussing
Benchmark 60, Working Disabled Revision 

· Jay and Trish Johnson, Business Manager for DHS – Seniors and People with Disabilities present the benchmark changes detailed in the revision worksheet.  
· These changes are the same suggested in earlier documents describing the Oregon Population Survey disability data inconsistencies.
· The committee approves the benchmark changes.  The change request will be examined by the board at the April 24th meeting.
Benchmark 61, Disabled Living in Poverty Revision 

· Jay and Trish Johnson, Business Manager for DHS – Seniors and People with Disabilities present the benchmark changes detailed in the revision worksheet.  

· Joe comments that the rate, while high, is surprisingly lower than what he would have expected (2006 rate is 20.4% in federal poverty status). 
· Trish responds that there are multiple reasons for this.  Poverty is a derived household measure and as such it is assigned to each member of the household.  For instance if a disabled child lives with her parents, she would be deemed in poverty only if the household was under the poverty threshold.  Additionally, public transfer funds are included in the poverty calculation; these include Social Security, SSI, and other cash public assistance sources. 
· This information will be added to the FAQ section of the benchmark report.
· Joe would like to see this data broken out by categorical age.  It would be interesting to track as age increases and Social Security pick up those that become eligible.  This could offer insight as the baby boomers move into retirement age.
· Jay will have a supplement handout on this available at the board meeting.
· The committee approves the benchmark changes.  The change request will be examined by the board at the April 24th meeting.
Benchmark 38, Public Library Service Target Setting

· Jay and Jim Scheppke, State Librarian, present the memorandum documenting the new targets recommended by the State Library Board of Trustees.
· The committee agrees that even with the target revisions it will be difficult to attain the targets for 2010 and 2015.  Given that library service is funded locally the best we can hope for is to highlight the challenges and inspire action.
· Pat mentions that Libraries in many communities are the only place where some individuals can get online.  This connectivity issue should be highlighted of communities in showing that libraries are more than simply resource for books.
· Pat comments that seeing closed signs on the libraries in Jackson County really struck an emotional cord.  It really points out the reality of what is happening in the state.  

· The committee asks if anyone has considered a press release announcing the release of the latest library data.  

· Jim responds that no press release has been issued, but within the counties where library service is being affected there is a clear understanding of what is going on and the implications of the timber payments.
· Jim states that Oregon is extremely diverse in its library health.  We have some of the best libraries within the country and we have communities where libraries are unable to keep their doors open.  Libraries clearly show the duality that is Oregon in so many ways.
· The committee approves the new benchmark targets.
Benchmark 84, Solid Waste Target Setting

· Jay presents the solid waste target memo drafted by the subject expert, who was unable to attend the meeting, Peter Spendelow (DEQ).  The changes in targets align the benchmark with the statutory requirements of the solid waste program (DEQ).
· Pat and Joe find the solid waste trends interesting in following the states economic health.  The better the economy the more waste generated.  
· Joe asks what is included in the recovered measurement.  It seems like it is more than simply recycling.
The definition from the 2006 waste recovery report is: 


“Oregon’s recovery rate includes only post-consumer materials collected for recycling, composting, or energy recovery. Waste from manufacturing and industrial processes (pre-consumer materials), reconditioned and reused materials, inert materials such as brick and concrete and out-of-state waste disposed of in Oregon are excluded. Some scrap metal, including discarded vehicles or parts of vehicles and metal derived from major demolitions activities handled by scrap metal dealers, also are excluded. Scrap metal collected at disposal sites, by collection service providers, at community recycling depots, or through municipally-sponsored collection events counts as recovered material. The recovery rate includes materials composted and some materials burned for energy recovery.”
· The committee approves the new benchmark targets.
Oregon Population Survey update 
· Jay briefs the committee on the population survey.  We continue to raise money and shorten the survey in order to get the survey to a budget that is doable.
· We’re looking at getting the survey in the field in May, which may have to be delayed given the fundraising.
Race and Ethnicity Report update 
· The race and ethnicity report is still waiting on two new data points: HS drop out rates and crime rates.  
· The committee agrees that we should finish the report with the available data points.  We can add the new data if it is received before we release the report.
· Jay will finish the report and get it to the committee for comment.  This will be done prior to the board meeting on April 24th.
Action Items

· Add an FAQ to benchmark 61 describing poverty status requirements and how it impacts the benchmark.
· Draft supplement handout on age and poverty disability status.
· Email a draft of the Race and Ethnicity study to the committee with existing data by board meeting week.
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