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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

About the Report 
The 2010 Race and Ethnicity Report continues the Oregon Progress Board tradition of providing benchmark data on Oregon’s diverse 
populations.  
This report assesses how well Oregon’s racially and ethnically diverse groups are doing in regard to the Oregon Benchmarks.  The 
report provides a base of information to help readers understand issues and challenges faced by racially and ethnically diverse groups 
in Oregon. 
Oregon Benchmarks (benchmarks.oregon.gov) provide Oregonians with quality-of-life trends within the state. This report analyzes 
benchmark trends specifically related to education, health and safety, and financial status for Black/African Americans, Latino or 
Hispanic Americans, Asians and Pacific Islanders, American Indians and Alaska Natives.  

This report has three sections. 
I. Introduction provides terms, data limitations and demographic information as context for the tables and charts that follow. 

II. Summary of Findings summarizes the education, health and safety and financial status for each racially and ethnically diverse 
group. Arrows suggest positive, negative or neutral/stalled developments. 

III. Oregon Benchmark Analysis provides detailed charts and tables that analyze the positive and negative developments for 
racially and ethnically diverse groups by benchmark category.  Raw data for the charts are shown in Appendix A. 

 

Changes from the 2008 Report 
The 2009 Oregon Legislature eliminated funding for the Oregon Progress Board.  This report was produced for the Oregon Secretary 
of State’s Office through a contract to continue updating Oregon Benchmarks and produce select Oregon Benchmark related 
publications.   Due to this reality, the 2010 Race and Ethnicity Report will not include the categories where Oregon Progress Board 
input is required; namely rating against Benchmark targets.  

Additionally, the Oregon Population Survey has been eliminated, requiring a new source for the measure of Oregon’s Population 
without Health Insurance, Chart 7.  The Oregon Benchmark contractor has adopted the US Census Current Population Survey (CPS) 
as a proxy measure for Benchmark 55.  The CPS is the official health insurance status measure of the US Census Bureau. 
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Terms 
Race: Populations based on physical characteristics. Distinct racial groups addressed in this report are White, African American, 
Asian/Pacific Islander and American Indian.1  

Ethnicity: Populations based on ancestry or nation of origin. Ethnic groups addressed in this report are “Hispanic” and “non-
Hispanic”.  Ethnic categories are used by the U.S. Census Bureau and are therefore addressed in this report for benchmarks sourced by 
U.S. Census data.  In these cases, an individual can be in both a race and an ethnicity category (e.g., African-American and Hispanic).2   
Racial and ethnic groups: All of the population groups addressed in this paper, including those who identify themselves as Whites, 
Asian/Pacific Islanders, African Americans, American Indians, Other, Multi-racial, Hispanics and non-Hispanics. 
Racially and ethnically diverse groups: All of the above racial and ethnic groups except Whites. 

Asian/Pacific Islander (API): A racial group including Asians, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
African American: A racial group including African Americans, Blacks and Africans. 

American Indian: A racial group including American Indians, Alaska Native and Native Americans. 
Hispanic: An ethnic category including Hispanics and Latinos. Hispanics are shown as a separate ethnic category for charts in this 
report sourced by U.S. Census data – Charts 1, 2, 3, 7, 10 and 11. In these charts, the racial categories may include individuals who 
also consider themselves Hispanic (e.g., African-American and Hispanic). 

Multi-racial: A race category created by the U.S. Census in 2000 to accommodate those who identify themselves as having two or 
more races. Previously, individuals were required to identify a primary race. Technically, this means that U.S. Census race categories 
between 1990 and 2000 are not strictly comparable.  

                                                
1 A wide degree of variability is present within each racial and/or ethnic population and among various self identified sub-groups.  This analysis offers general information on 
broad racial and ethnic categories and may mask specific information within subgroups. 
2 Ibid. 
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Data Limitations  
More than half of the charts in this report are based on survey data from the U.S. Census and other sources. Readers should be aware 
of some of the survey-related issues affecting the reliability of data on racially and ethnically diverse populations.  (See Appendix B 
for more complete information on these issues.)  

• Telephone survey response rates for Oregon’s racially and ethnically diverse populations are historically lower than response 
rates for non-Hispanic Whites. This may be due to the difficulties of culturally competent data collection and analysis, surveys 
conducted in English or Spanish only, concerns regarding confidentiality, residency issues, or a greater prevalence of residents 
who only use cell phones. 

• Low survey response rates mean that the resulting data may not be truly representative of these populations.  The small number 
of responses from racially and ethnically diverse populations can negatively impact the degree to which the conclusions hold 
across locations and time periods.  The most common error associated with low response rates is small samples from a single 
geographic location may not accurately represent similar groups or people in other geographic locations. 
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Oregon’s 2009 Population 
Please see Chart 1, next page. 
 

 
Oregon continues to become a more diverse state 
Throughout the last two decades Oregon’s population continues to diversify.  Increases in Asian and Pacific Islander and Multi-racial 
populations, coupled with a significant increase in the Hispanic population have dramatically changed Oregon’s Racial and Ethnic 
composition from that of 1990.  In 2009 approximately 11 percent of Oregon’s residents classified themselves as Hispanic up from 8 
percent in 2000 and 4 percent in 1990. The proportion of Oregon’s population that is Hispanic is almost three times larger than any 
racially diverse group in Oregon. The American Indian and African American populations have seen little change in the rate of their 
representativeness within the state over the last twenty years. 

 
However, Oregon continues to lag behind the nation in diversity rates 
Although Oregon’s growth is fairly similar to the national patterns and trends, Oregon was less racially and ethnically diverse than the 
United States in 2009.  American Indians continue to be the least represented group within Oregon, with less than two percent of the 
population; yet, American Indians are more representative in Oregon than in the nation at large.  Additionally, Oregon experienced a 
larger increase in the rate of its Hispanic population than the U.S. over the past two decades.  However, Oregon is still less 
representative than the overall nation for residents of Hispanic ethnicity (11.2 versus 15.8 percent in 2009). 
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Chart 1: Oregon and U.S. Population by Race and Ethnicity
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II. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 

The following tables summarize data by certain racial and ethnic groups.1  Arrows suggest whether the results are positive, negative or 
mixed. The arrows are based on the evaluation of how each diverse group fared along several dimensions: how the data trended over 
time, how the groups compared to other groups, to the state average, and to their counterparts nationwide.  (Please see Appendix C for 
scoring method and worksheets.) 

Status of African Americans: Mixed, overall 
EDUCATION: Mixed HEALTH & SAFETY: Mixed FINANCIAL STATUS: Negative 

↑  Data suggests that adult high school completion rate 
improved over the nearly twenty years of 1990 - 2009 and is 
better than the national African American rate. (Chart 2) 

↑   Data suggests that adult college completion rate increased 
from 1990 to 2009.  The graduation rate was significantly 
behind that of Oregonians overall. (Chart 3)  

↓  Eighth grade reading hasn’t changed over the short time 
frame where comparable data is available (2007-2010).  
However, African-Americans were quite low in comparison 
to the overall rate at 17 percentage points below the state 
average. (Chart 4) 

↓  Eighth grade math hasn’t changed over the available 
timeframe (2007-2010). In comparison to the state average, 
African Americans were significantly behind. (Chart 5) 

↔ High school dropout rate improved from roughly 12 percent 
in 1992 to roughly 6 percent in 2009.  This substantial 
progress resulted in rates still roughly double that of the 
Oregon overall rate in 2009. (Chart 6) 

↑ Health insurance data suggests that 
African American rates have 
declined over the last decade.  
However, African American rates 
are better than statewide average as 
well as the national African 
American rate. (Chart 7) 

↔  The Prenatal care rate has improved 
since 1990 and the gap with the 
overall statewide rate has closed.  
However, over the last 9 years 
(2000-2009) the rate has declined 
and in 2009 was over 6 percentage 
points lower than the state average.  
(Chart 8) 

↓ Arrests rates decreased for African-
Americans between 1990 and 2006. 
Yet, a severe disparity remains 
between the arrests rates of African 
Americans and other racial and 
ethnic groups in the state. (Chart 9) 

↔ Data suggests that poverty 
declined from 1990 to 2009.  
The state rate is nearly identical 
to the national rate.  However, 
the poverty rate for African 
American residents is 10 
percentage points worse than 
the state average.   (Chart 10)  

↓  Data suggest that home 
ownership dropped between 
1990 and 2009 for African 
American Oregonians.  This 
negative tend has increased the 
disparity between African 
American rates of home 
ownership and other Racial and 
Ethnic groups.  The difference 
between the African American 
national rate and Oregon’s rate 
has also increased.  (Chart 11) 

                                                
1 The groups labeled “Multi-racial” and “other” in the charts are not summarized here.  
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Status of American Indians: Negative, overall 
EDUCATION:  

Mixed 
HEALTH & SAFETY:  

Negative 
FINANCIAL STATUS:  

Negative 
↓  Adult high school completion rate while still higher than the 

1990 rate has seen declines in recent years.  This has 
increased the disparity between the American Indian high 
school completion rate and that of Oregon overall. (Chart 2) 

↓  Adult college completion trailed behind most groups and 
Oregon overall.   As with HS completion, the gap between 
American Indians with a college degree and Oregon overall 
has widened. (Chart 3) 

↔ Eighth grade reading improved across the measure’s short 
timeline (2006-2010).   However, little improvement was 
seen against Oregon’s overall rate. (Chart 4) 

↔ Eighth grade math for American Indian children hasn’t 
changed over the limited data series.  American Indian 
children achieved standards at a rate 12 percentage points 
lower than the state overall in the 2009-10 school year. 
(Chart 5) 

↔  High school dropout rate improved significantly in recent 
years.  Yet, the dropout rate remained below the Oregon 
average.  (Chart 6) 

↓   Prenatal care has increased since 
1990.  However, American Indians in 
Oregon trail the state average by 
nearly 10 percentage points. (Chart 
8) 

↔ Arrests have declined across the last 
16 years, however over the past 6 
years the rate has worsened slightly.  
American Indian arrest rate is similar 
to that of Oregonians overall. (Chart 
9) 

↓ American Indian poverty rates 
are roughly 10 percentage points 
higher than Oregonians overall.  
The progress that had been 
made against poverty in the 
1990s seems to have eroded 
since 2000. (Chart 10)   

↓ Data suggest that home 
ownership rates for American 
Indians declined across the last 
nearly twenty years.  
Homeownership rates for 
American Indians were below 
the state average with the gap 
widening.  (Chart 11) 
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Status of Asian/Pacific Islanders (APIs): Positive, overall 
EDUCATION:  

Positive 
HEALTH & SAFETY:  

Positive 
FINANCIAL STATUS:  

Mixed 
↔ Adult high school completion rate rose from 1990 to 2009, 

diminishing the gap between the statewide rate and the 
API rate. However, data suggests the API high school 
completion rate is below the state average. (Chart 2) 

↑  Adult college completion has increased rapidly over the 
last nearly two decades.  The API state rate is ahead of 
the overall statewide rate by roughly 13 percentage 
points. (Chart 3) 

↑  Eighth grade reading exceeded the 2010 statewide 
average by roughly 5 percentage points. (Chart 4) 

↑  Eighth grade math rates for Asian/Pacific Islanders 
similarly excelled. API rates surpassed the Oregon 
average by over ten percentage points. (Chart 5) 

↑ The high school dropout rate is lower than the Oregon 
overall rate and decreased by over a percentage point 
since 1992.  (Chart 6) 

↑  Data suggest that Asian/Pacific 
Islander health insurance rates 
improved since the early 1990s and 
that the 2009 rate bucked the 
worsening trend seen in other racial 
and ethnic groups.  (Chart 7) 

↔ Prenatal care rates experienced a 
decline from 2000 to 2009, equaling 
the rate in 1990.  Asian/Pacific 
Islanders had a rate slightly lower than 
the overall state rate, but continue to 
be higher than most other racial and 
ethnic groups. 

↑  The arrest rate has declined by 
roughly 0.5 percentage points over the 
past 15 years.  This represents over a 
50 percent decrease in arrests.  The 
2005 rate was lower for Asian/Pacific 
Islanders than Oregonians overall. 
(Chart 9) 

↔ Poverty improved over the 1990 
rate, but has seen declines over 
the past 9 years.  In Oregon, 
Asian/Pacific Islanders likely 
have a higher rate of poverty 
than is seen in the national 
Asian/Pacific Islander statistic.  
The API poverty is similar to the 
Oregon average rate.  (Chart 10) 

↑  Home ownership rates for 
Asian/Pacific Islanders 
increased roughly 12 percentage 
points since 1990.  In 2009 
Asian/Pacific Islanders are within 
3 percentage points of the state 
overall rate. (Chart 11) 

12



Status of Hispanics: Negative, overall 
EDUCATION:  

Negative 
HEALTH & SAFETY:  

Mixed 
FINANCIAL STATUS:  

Negative 
↓  Adult high school completion rate for 2009 is about equal 

to the 1990 rate.  The rate lagged behind Oregon’s 
average and that of Hispanics nationally. (Chart 2) 

↓  Adult college completion rate changed little since 1990 for 
Hispanic Oregonians while nationally the rate of Hispanics 
with a college degree has improved. (Chart 3) 

↓  Eighth grade reading improved over the near term of 2006 
through 2010.  However, there is a substantial divide that 
needs to be overcome to reach Oregon’s overall rate. 
(Chart 4) 

↓   The percent of students achieving eighth grade math 
increased over the 4 years of this measure.  Yet, 15 
percentage points separate the Hispanic Oregonians 
eighth grade rate from that of Oregon’s overall rate. (Chart 
5) 

↔ High school dropout rate has decreased substantially since 
1992.  The rate for the 2009-10 school year was within 1.5 
percentage points of the state overall. (Chart 6)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

↓  Health insurance rates appear to be 
moving in the wrong direction since 
2000.  Nearly 2 out of 5 Hispanic 
Oregonians lack health insurance.  
This exceeds the nationwide 
estimate for Hispanics.  The 
Hispanic uninsured rate is over 
double that of Oregonians overall. 
(Chart 7) 

↓  Prenatal care has increased 
substantially from 1990, but 
remained below the state average. 
(Chart 8) 

↑ The arrest rate among Hispanics 
dropped substantially since 1990, 
equaling the overall statewide rate. 
(Chart 9) 

↓  Poverty rate has improved since 
2000.  However, Hispanic 
Oregonians are in poverty at rates 
roughly 10 percentage points higher 
than Oregonians overall. 
Additionally, Hispanic Oregonians 
were more likely to be in poverty 
than Hispanics nationwide.  (Chart 
10) 

↓  Home ownership rates improved 
slightly over the past twenty years.  
However, the Hispanic rate in 
Oregon is roughly twenty five 
percentage points worse than the 
overall Oregon rate.  Hispanic 
Oregonians trailed the national 
Hispanic average. (Chart 11) 
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III. OREGON BENCHMARK ANALYSIS 
 
 
Charts and analysis on the following pages are organized as shown below.  The analysis highlights the positive and negative 
developments experienced by Oregon’s racially and ethnically diverse populations along several dimensions: 1) trend over time, 2) 
comparison to groups within Oregon at the most recent data point, and 3) comparison to the U.S. 

 
Education 

High School Completion, page 16 
College Completion, page 18 

Eighth Grade Reading, page 20 
Eighth Grade Math, page 22 

High School Dropout Rate, page 24 
 

Health and Safety 
Oregonians without Health Insurance, page 26 

Prenatal Care, page 28 
Arrests, page 30 

 
Financial Status 
Poverty, page 32 

Home Ownership, page 34 
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Education 
High School Completion  
 
Oregon Benchmark #23: Percent of Oregon adults (25+) who have completed high school or equivalent 

Oregon Progress Board 2010 statewide target = 90 percent; 2015 statewide target = 93.3 percent 
Please see Chart 2, next page. 

 
 

 

High School Completion Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1990-2009 The percent of Oregon adults with a high school 
education improved for most racial and ethnic groups 
since 1990.  The rate of African Americans led the way 
with roughly a 10 percentage point increase over that 
time. 

This improvement has not been consistent across race 
or ethnicity.  As the chart illustrates both American 
Indians and Hispanics have not measurably improved 
over this timeframe. 

2009 Results African Americans, Asian/Pacific Islanders, and Multi-
Racial Oregonians saw high school completion rates 
approaching that of Whites (within roughly 6 
percentage points). 

All racially and ethnically diverse groups trailed Whites 
in High School Completion.  

Compared to the U.S., 2009 Whites and African-Americans out-performed their 
counterparts nationally on average.  While 
Asian/Pacific Islanders and Multi-racial Oregonians 
mirrored the national average. 

Oregon’s Hispanic population lagged behind their 
counterparts nationwide, by approximately 7 
percentage points. 
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Chart 2: High School Completion by Oregon Adults (25+)
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College Completion 
 
Oregon Benchmark #26: Percent of Oregon adults (25+) who have completed a bachelor’s degree 

Oregon Progress Board 2010 statewide target = 30.3 percent; 2015 statewide target = 33.5 percent 
Please see Chart 3, next page. 

 
 

 

College Completion Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1990-2009 College completion improved for most racial and ethnic 
categories since 1990. The rate of Asian/Pacific 
Islanders led the way with a roughly 11 percentage point 
increase over that time.   

The American Indian and Hispanic populations have not 
experienced the improved educational attainment seen 
by other groups over the analysis timeframe. 

2009 Results Asian/Pacific Islander adults continue to have the 
highest college completion rate of all racial and ethnic 
populations in Oregon. 

American Indians and Hispanics showed the lowest 
adult college completion levels at 11.7 and 9.5 percent 
respectively. 

Compared to the U.S., 
2009 

African Americans exceeded the U.S. average by 5 
percentage points. 

Asian/Pacific Islanders, while leading all racial and 
ethnic groups in Oregon, trail the U.S. average.  Multi-
racial Oregonians are substantially lower than the 
national rate. 
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Chart 3: College Completion by Oregon Adults (25+)  
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Eighth Grade Reading 
 
Oregon Benchmark #20a: Percent of eighth graders who achieve established skill levels in reading 
Due to changes in the source data, the long-term trend for Eighth Grade Reading cannot be determined.  The near-term trend will be 
substituted for this analysis. 
Oregon Progress Board 2010 statewide target = 80 percent 

Please see Chart 4, next page. 
 

 
 

Eighth Grade Reading Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 2006-07 to 2009-10  
school years 

Eighth graders identified as Hispanic experienced 
reading improvement of 8 percentage points while 
those identified as Multi-Racial had an increase of 6 
percentage points. 

Little or no improvement was seen for those identified 
as White, African American, or Asian/Pacific Islander 
across the four year timeframe. 

2009-10 Results Eighth graders identified as White, Asian/Pacific 
Islander, and Multi-Racial experienced a higher level of 
reading success than did other racial or ethnic groups.   

African Americans, American Indians and Hispanics 
achieved reading standards at a lower rate than Whites 
and Asian/Pacific Islanders. 

. 

Compared to the U.S. National comparators not available. 
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Chart 4: Oregon Eighth Graders Who Meet Reading Standards 

OR 2006-07 OR 2007-08 OR 2008-09 OR 2009-10

Data Source: Oregon Department of Education (see Appendix A, Table 4) 
Data Note: Race and ethnicity are not designated as separate categories for the educational achievement measures 
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Eighth Grade Math 
 
Oregon Benchmark #20b: Percent of eighth graders who achieve established skill levels in math 
Due to changes in the data series, the long-term trend for Eighth Grade Math can not be determined.  The near-term trend will be 
substituted for this analysis. 
Oregon Progress Board targets not established 

Please see Chart 5, next page. 
 

 
 

Eighth Grade Math Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 2006-07 to 2009-
10 school years 

Hispanic Oregonians saw a 7 percentage point increase 
and Multi-Racial students had a 4 percentage point 
increase over the four years. 

Little or no improvement was seen for African Americans 
and American Indians. 

2009-10 Results Whites, Asians/Pacific Islanders, and Multi-Racial eighth 
graders experienced a higher level of math success than 
did other racial or ethnic groups.  Asian/Pacific Islanders 
achieved the highest rates with 83 percent achieving 
standards. 

In contrast, 51 percent of African Americans, 60 percent 
of American Indians and 57 percent of Hispanics 
achieved the standard. 

Compared to the U.S. National comparators not available1 
 

                                                
1 Oregon’s achievement standards are set at the state level and are not comparable nationally. 
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Chart 5: Oregon Eighth Graders Who Meet Math Standards 

OR 2006-07 OR 2007-08 OR 2008-09 OR 2009-10

Data Source: Oregon Department of Education (see Appendix A, Table 5) 
Data Note: Race and ethnicity are not designated as separate categories for the educational achievement measures 
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High School Dropout Rate 
 
Oregon Benchmark #22: Percent of students who drop out of grades 9-12 without receiving a high school diploma or GED 

The dropout rates, referred to as “event” rates, measure the percentage of students, grades nine through twelve, who drop out of 
school in any given year.  Prior to 1996-97, GED recipients were counted as dropouts. 
Oregon Progress Board 2010 statewide target = 4 percent 
Please see Chart 6, next page. 

 
 

 

H. S. Dropout Rate Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1991-92 to 2009-
10 school years 

All populations saw improvement, with African 
Americans and Hispanics seeing the largest 
percentage point decrease. 

  

2009-10 Results Asians/Pacific Islanders and Whites had the lowest 
dropout rates at 2.9 and 2.4 percent, respectively. 

American Indians had the highest dropout rates at 6.4 percent 
with African Americans at the second highest of 6.1 percent. 

Compared to the U.S. National comparators not available2 
 
 

                                                
2 A comparable national dropout rate is not constructed due to variability in dropout rate calculation methods across states.   
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Chart 6: High School Dropout Rates 

OR 1991-92 OR 2000-01 OR 2009-10

Data Source: Oregon Department of Education (see Appendix A, Table 6) 
Note:  Prior to 1996-97, GED recipients were counted as dropouts 
Data Note: Race and Ethnicity are not designated as separate categories for the educational measures 
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Health and Safety 
Oregonians Without Health Insurance  
 
Similar to Oregon Benchmark #55: percent of Oregonians without health insurance  

Oregon Progress Board targets not appropriate. 
Please see Chart 7, next page 

 
 

 

Oregonians Without 
Health Insurance 

Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1990/91-2009/10 The rate of Asian/Pacific Islanders without health 
insurance declined by 3 percentage points over the 
nearly twenty year timeframe.   

The majority of racial and ethnic groups saw significant 
increases in the rate of those without health insurance over 
the time period.  White Oregonians without health insurance 
increased roughly 5 percentage points.     

2009/10 Results Asian/Pacific Islanders appeared to be insured at a 
higher rate than all other groups. 

Roughly 2 out of every 5 Hispanics lacked health insurance in 
2008-09.  All but Asian/Pacific Islanders had uninsured rates 
of 14 percent or higher. 

Compared to the U.S., 
2009/10 

African American, Asian/Pacific Islanders, and 
Multi-racial groups in Oregon all had lower rates 
than their national counterparts.   

Hispanic Oregonians had rate roughly 10 percentage points 
higher than the national rate.  Whites experienced a rate 
nearly 4 percentage points worse than the national rate. 
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Chart 7: Oregon Population Without Health Insurance 

OR 1990-91 OR 2000-01 OR 2008-09 US 1990-91 US 2000-01 US 2008-09

Data Source: US Census Current Population Survey (see Appendix A, Table 7) 

 Data on American Indian 
and Alaska Native Not 

Available N
A

 

N
A
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Prenatal Care  
 
Oregon Benchmark #40: Percent of babies whose mothers received prenatal care beginning in the first trimester 
Oregon Progress Board 2010 statewide target = 90 percent; 2015 statewide target = 90 percent 

Please see Chart 8, next page. 
 

Prenatal Care Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1990-2007 All population groups in Oregon improved in 
prenatal care between 1990 and 2007.  The 
African American and Hispanic populations saw 
the largest increases in prenatal care.  

The rate’s over the last 7 years (2000-2007) have declined for 
all racial and ethnic groups except Hispanics and American 
Indians.   

2007 Results There is little disparity in prenatal care between the 
White and Asian/Pacific Islander populations in 
2007. 

African Americans, American Indians, and Hispanics 
experience significantly lower rates of first trimester prenatal 
care than White and Asian/Pacific Islanders. 

Compared to the U.S. U.S. comparators not available 
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Chart 8: Percent Receiving Adequate Prenatal Care in Oregon 

OR 1990 OR 2000 OR 2007

Data Source: Oregon Department of Human Services, Center for Health Statistics (see Appendix A, Table 8) 
Data Note: Race and Ethnicity is not designated as separate categories for this measure 
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Arrests 
 
Percent of Oregonians arrested for index crimes (homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, motor vehicle theft 
and arson) 

Oregon Benchmark 62 reflects reported crimes, not arrests. 
Please see Chart 9, next page. 

 
 

 

Arrests Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1990-2006 The Hispanic arrest rate fell substantially from 
1990 to 2006.  African Americans experienced a 
dramatic decline as well. 

The majority of the African American declines were 
experienced between 1990 and 2000.  Little improvement has 
been seen since 2000.  American Indian Oregonians 
experienced an increase in the past near term rate of 2000-
2006. 

2006 Results The gap in the arrest rate between most racial and 
ethnic groups was under a percentage point. 

In 2006, African American were arrested at a rate that is 
roughly four times higher (or more) than any other group in 
Oregon. 

Compared to the U.S. U.S. comparators not available 
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Chart 9: Oregon Arrests for Index Crimes 

1990 2000 2006

Data Source:  Law Enforcement Data System (LEDS) and US Census (see Appendix A, Table 9) 

Data Note: Race and Ethnicity is not designated as separate categories for this measure 
Rates constructed from Census Population Estimates and LEDS counts 
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Financial Status 
Poverty  
 
Oregon Benchmark #54: Percent of Oregonians with incomes below 100% of the federal poverty level3 

Oregon Progress Board 2010 statewide target = 10 percent 
Please see Chart 10, next page. 

 

Poverty Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1990-2009 African American, Asian/Pacific Islanders, Hispanic 
and ‘Other Race’ populations saw declines in 
poverty rates across the charted timeline. 

A near-term (2000-2009) increase in estimated poverty rates 
is seen for most racial and ethnic groups.  For Whites this 
increase surpassed the poverty rate in 1990. 

2009 Results Whites had the lowest estimated poverty rates at 
13 percent in 2009. 

The `Other Races’ population had the highest estimated 
poverty rate in 2009 at 27 percent, followed by American 
Indians, Hispanics, and African Americans. 

Compared to the U.S., 
2009 

The poverty rates for African Americans and 
American Indians are slightly lower than the 
national average. 

Oregonians, regardless of racial and ethnic distinction fare 
worse than their counterparts nationally.  A degree of this is 
expressed in the lower average wages Oregonians 
experience. 

                                                
3 The U.S. Census collects income data from the prior year.  For example, poverty data collected in 2000 is actually the condition of respondents in 1999. 
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Chart 10: Population Living Below 100% of Federal Poverty Level
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Home Ownership 
 
Oregon Benchmark #73: Percent of households that are owner-occupied 

Oregon Progress Board targets not set. 
Please see Chart 11, next page. 

 

Home Ownership Positive Developments Negative Developments 

Trends, 1990-2009 Home ownership rates for Asian/Pacific Islanders 
jumped over 12 percentage points from 1990 to 
2009.  There was a slight increase in 
homeownership for Hispanics as well. 

The rate of homeownership by African Americans, American 
Indians, and `Other Races’ declined across the timeframe. 
Near term 2000-2009 declines are seen for the majority of 
racial categories. 

2009 Results At approximately 65 and 60 percent respectively, 
Whites and Asian/Pacific Islanders had the highest 
rates of home ownership in Oregon. 

Data suggest that ‘Other Races’ and African Americans 
experienced the lowest rates of homeownership. 

Compared to the U.S., 
2009 

Data suggests Oregon’s Asian/Pacific Islanders 
likely surpassed their U.S. counterparts in home 
ownership in 2009. 

Whites, African Americans, American Indians, and Hispanics 
own homes at a lower rate in Oregon than nationally. 
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Chart 11: Households That Are Owner-Occupied
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Worksheet 2: American Indians 
 
 High 

School 
Completion 

College 
Completion 

Eighth 
Grade 

Reading 

Eighth 
Grade 
Math 

High 
School 

Dropout 
Rate 

Oregonians 
without 
Health 

Insurance 

Prenatal 
Care Arrests Poverty Home 

Ownership 

Trend ↔ ↔ ↔ ↔ ↑ n/a ↑ ↔ ↔ ↓ 
Group 

Comparison 
(Most Recent 

Results) 
↓ ↓ ↔ ↔ ↓ n/a ↓ ↓ ↓ ↔ 

U.S. 
Comparison ↔ ↔ n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a ↔ ↓ 

Statewide 
Average 

Comparison 
↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ n/a ↓ ↔ ↓ ↓ 

Overall Rating ↓ ↓ ↔ ↔ ↔ n/a ↓ ↔ ↓ ↓ 
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Worksheet 3: Asians/Pacific Islanders (APIs) 
 
 High 

School 
Completion 

College 
Completion 

Eighth 
Grade 

Reading 

Eighth 
Grade 
Math 

High 
School 

Dropout 
Rate 

Oregonians 
without 
Health 

Insurance 

Prenatal 
Care Arrests Poverty Home 

Ownership 

Trend ↑ ↑ ↔ ↑ ↔ ↑ ↔ ↑ ↔ ↑ 
Group 

Comparison 
(Most Recent 

Results) 

↔ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ 

U.S. 
Comparison ↔ ↓ n/a n/a n/a  ↑ n/a n/a ↓ ↑ 

Statewide 
Average 

Comparison 
↔ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↔ ↔ ↑ ↔ ↓ 

Overall 
Rating ↔ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↔ ↑ ↔ ↑ 
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Worksheet 4: Hispanics 
 
 High 

School 
Completion 

College 
Completion 

Eighth 
Grade 

Reading 

Eighth 
Grade 
Math 

High 
School 

Dropout 
Rate 

Oregonians 
without 
Health 

Insurance 

Prenatal 
Care Arrests Poverty Home 

Ownership 

Trend ↔ ↓ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↓ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↔ 
Group 

Comparison 
(Most Recent 

Results) 
↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↔ ↓ ↓ ↔ ↓ ↓ 

U.S. 
Comparison ↓ ↔ n/a n/a n/a ↓ n/a n/a ↓ ↓ 

Statewide 
Average 

Comparison 
↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↔ ↓ ↓ 

Overall Rating ↓ ↓ ↓ 
 
↓ 
 

↔ ↓ ↓ ↑ ↓ ↓ 
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